
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 The public meeting of the North Cornwall Township Planning Commission was held on 
Wednesday, March 28, 2012 at the North Cornwall Township Offices located at 320 South 18th Street, 
Lebanon, PA at 7:00PM.  The meeting was duly advertised and properly posted.  In attendance were: 
 
Commission Members: 
Heidi Bingeman Jennifer Eirich Ed Copenhaver Bob Gearhart Harold Kreider  
 
Ralph Heister Ellie Salahub 
 
Township Officials: 
Robin L. Getz and James Caldwell  
 
Public: 
Per Sign in sheet-John Salahub 
 
1. Mr. Gearhart called the meeting to order at 7:00PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.    
 

 
2. Approval – Minutes of February 29, 2012 The minutes of the meeting of February 29, 2012 

were brought to the floor for discussion.  With no adjustments to the minutes as presented  Mr. 
Heister made motion to approve the February 29, 2012 minutes, seconded by Mrs. Bingeman with 
all voting in favor 

 
3. Review Stormwater Management Language Mr. Gearhart informed the members that he had 

attended the Board of Supervisors meeting and requested authority to have Mr. Caldwell assist 
the commission in preparing a stormwater management ordinance.  Mr. Gearhart then 
provided an overview of why this is necessary in that back when Agnes occurred the idea of 
design standards where development was concerned was to capture, collect and convey in a 
detention system to be released a pre development rates or less.  Over time we have 
experienced problems with this concept.  Admittedly even though the rate of control might be 
good the volume in many cases was exacerbated with actual conditions. From a practical 
standpoint it is very difficult to mimic conditions exactly.  He shared with the members a plan 
of point being the Shadow Creek development and explained the natural sheet flow directions, 
however from an engineering standpoint the proposed improvements were spot on but in 
actuality both adjoining property owners were adversely affected to the degree where post 
development modifications were required.  The new philosophy of control is relying on Best 
Management Practices (BMP) by utilizing rain gardens, rain barrels, natural filtration or any 
combination.  Down spouts collecting roof water runoff should be directed underground 
similar to the old cistern method of years ago.  The biggest concern with the new EPA and 
DEP regulation requirements is that even small projects will turn into the need for the 
submission of a full blown land development plan.  Mr. Gearhart shared Ordinance language 
he received from East Hanover Township which seems to work pretty well for them.  It 
provides a step by step outline of what is required along with simple charting of determining 
calculations for the affected areas.  There was much discussion of areas that the members were 
familiar with where such facilities worked or didn’t work.  What issues could result in long 
term maintenance of these type(s) of installs.  All agreed that they wanted a common sense 
approach when dealing with the requirements where storm water management is concerned to 
help keep the costs reasonable especially with small projects and still meet the requirements 
that are being set. 
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4. Review Scope of Work and Timeline-Engineering Assistance Jim Caldwell reviewed a 
proposal he had prepared to work through the storm water management ordinance.  He wanted to 
discuss the concept of the intent of how things should come together and finalize it for approval at 
the next Board meeting based on these discussions.  He relayed the number seems to be high, but 
members must understand that some of the required work for stormwater will also be duplicated in 
the Land Development/Subdivision updates, which would be offset in that total.  He proposed 
creating a core committee which would consist of Township Staff, a member of the planning 
commission, a member of the board of supervisors and himself.  He then walked the members 
through the timeline and reminded them that our absolute target date is September 14, 2012 when 
this ordinance would need to be included in the permit renewals.  The core committee would work 
through the language, provide the drafts for all members to review and get it to final document 
form.  He envisioned a few meetings even though they are not required by the MPC.  Mr. Gearhart 
inquired if the final version would include any exemptions as Heidelberg Township does.  On 
motion of Ms. Salahub, seconded by Mr. Copenhaver the mechanics of the proposal was 
recommended for approval with the final fee to be approved by the Board.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
  
5. Announced – next regularly scheduled meeting is April 25,  2012 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 25, 2012 at 7PM. 
 
Prior to adjournment, Ms. Salahub announced that the Lebanon Valley Conservancy was holding 
an event at the Allen Theatre in Annville on April 22, 2012 (Earth Day) from 1:30PM-3:30PM.  
They will be showing a film entitled “Split Estate” and have several key note speakers available 
for a Q & A following the film.  The movie addresses the impact of natural gas drilling on 
property rights, the environment and our health. 
 

6. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 8:24PM on motion of Mr. Kreider, seconded by Mrs. Bingeman, with all in 
favor. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Ellie Salahub 
Secretary 
rlg 


